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What the Experts Say About the Read, Write & Type! Learning System

There ar e som e good products avai lable to develop reading skill s. Am ong all the com merci ally avail able
com puter  software claim ing to offer reading instructi on, w e like Read, Write and Type! the best.

fro m Straight  Talk Abou t Reading,
Susan L. Hall & Lo uisa C. Mo ats, Ed.D.

We have been using Read, Write &  Type!™ to support small group instructi on in reading for fi rst grade
chi ldren who are i denti fied as at risk for readi ng failure. Thi s project is being conducted w ith suppor t from
the Nati onal Insti tute of Child H ealth and Human Development. W ith i ts em phasi s on phonological
awareness, letter- sound know ledge and phonetic decodi ng in reading and spelling, Read, W rite & Type!™
is entir ely consistent with recent discover ies that underl ine the im portance of these skills to the growth of
good reading abili ty.

Read, Write &  Type! is an excell ent exampl e of the very best i n com puter  appl icati ons to provide support
for  chil dren learning to read. The program not only i ncorporates the most important principles of beginning
reading instr uction, but it has also brought them together  in a package that i s ver y engaging for children.
The great str ength of R ead, Write & Type! is that it pr ovides explicit and systematic instructi on in reading
and spel ling strategies in the context of m eaningful and engagi ng wr iting and readi ng activities.

Joseph T orgesen, Ph.D.
Distingu ished  Research Professor of Psychology and Ed ucation,

Flo rida State Universit y, Tallahassee, FL

There ar e two effective appr oaches to preventing reading difficulties; both ar e meant for young children who
have ear ly si gns of reading probl ems. In one, a highl y str uctur ed and com prehensive reading curriculum is
provided to en entire class of at-risk chil dren. …In the second appr oach, at-r isk childr en receive a
com bination of the regular evidence-based r eading instruction w ith their class plus an additi onal thirty-to- 
for ty-fi ve-mi nute period of suppl emental reading instructi on. T he supplem ental  programs that I prefer are
intense, highly focused on specific basic r eading ski lls, and taught in small groups.

…The Read, Write &  Type Learning System is helpful as a supplem ental  program i n fir st gr ade
classrooms, or it can be used as homew ork to rei nforce basic phonological  skil ls.  The program is multi -
sensory:  Children l earn to associate a speci fic sound with a letter and a finger tap on the keyboar d.  As an
added benefit, chi ldren become familiar with the computer keyboard at an early age.

…The Read , Write & Type Learn ing System…provides systemati c, explici t instruction i n basic phonologic
ski lls and em phasi zes w riting as a route to reading.  Results w ith at-risk fir st gr aders are impressive in at
least one study.  Worki ng in groups of three, chi ldren who recei ved such computer support over  the course
of a school year significantly im proved both their reading accuracy and their fluency.  Using RWT, the
researchers sai d, would r esult in only about 2 to 4 per cent of children leaving first grade as poor readers.

RWT  also demonstrates that as ear ly as first grade, childr en can successfully learn keyboardi ng skills.
These skills provi de a foundation for other  acti vities such as word processing.  This is particularly i mportant
for  dysl exic readers, m any of whom have poor handwriting ( and spelli ng) and "w rite"  much better wi th a
keyboard than a pencil.

Sally Shaywitz, M.D.
 From Overcoming Dyslexia


